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SUBJECT: IREX SCHOLAR 

1. MR. BENJAMIN B. PAGE, ONE OF THE IREX NOMINEES FOR 
CSSR THIS YEAR, HAS REQUESTED THE DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE 
REGARDING HIS WIFE'S SON'S STATUS VIS-A-VIS THE CZECH 
AUTHORITIES. 

2. PAGE MARRIED A CZECH NATIONAL IN 1967, AND SHE AND HER 
YOUNG SON BY A FORMER MARRIAGE WERE PERMITTED TO EMIGRATE. 
THE BOY’S NATURAL FATHER, WHO REMAINED IN CSSR, PROVIDED 
PAGE WITH DOCUMENTARY AUTHORIZATION TO ADOPT THE BOY, WHICH 
PAGE THUS FAR HAS NOT DONE. THE MOTHER AND THE BOY HAVE 
BOTH REMAINED CZECH CITIZENS. AND VISITED CSSR IN 1973 

ON A CZECH PASSPORT WITH NO PROBLEMS. THE BOY IS NOW OLD 
ENOUGH TO BE REQUIRED TO HAVE HIS OWN CZECH PASSPORT. 

WHICH CANNOT BE ISSUED BY THE CZECH EMBASSY HERE IN TIME 
FOR THE PAGES’ SCHEDULED DEPARTURE (SEPTEMBER 1). PAGE IS 
NOW TRYING TO GET A CZECH TEMPORARY TRAVEL DOCUMENT FOR 
THE BOY, WHO WOULD THEN APPLY FOR A NEW PASSPORT IN PRAGE. 
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PAGE WILL ARRIVE SEPTEMBER 2. 

3. PAGE IS NOW CONCERNED THAT AS THE BOY APPROACHES 

MILITARY AGE (HE WAS BORN JANUARY 1959) HE MAY BE REQUIRED 
AS A CZECH CITIZEN TO REMAIN IN THE COUNTRY AND SERVE IN 
THE ARMED FORCES. PAGE ALSO NOTES THERE IS A SMALL 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE BOY'S NATURAL FATHER MAY CHANGE HIS 
MIND AND TRY TO RECALL HIS EARLIER DECISION TO PERMIT 
ADOPTION, THUS CREATING AT LEAST A TEMPORARY OBSTACLE TO 
THE BOY'S RETURN NEXT YEAR TO THE US. PAGE HAS BEEN 
INFORMED BY INS THAT THE BOY IS NOT ELIGIBLE FOR US 
CITIZENSHIP IN THE NEAR FUTURE, AND IT IS PROBABLY TOO 
LATE FOR HIM TO COMPLETE ADOPTION PROCEDURES FOR THE BOY 
BEFORE THE SCHEDULED DEPARTURE. 

4. THE DEPARTMENT HAS ADVISED PAGE THAT HIS SON'S 
DEPARTURE FROM CSSR COULD INDEED BE HELD UP BY ANY LEGAL 
ACTION THE NATURAL FATHER MIGHT CARE TO INITIATE IN THE 
CZECH COURTS - WHILE THE COURTS MIGHT ULTIMATELY FIND 
FOR PAGE, LEGAL PROCEEDINGS IN CSSR COULD BE LENGTHY, 

DRAWN OUT AND PERHAPS INFLUENCED BY POLITICAL CONSIDERATION 
PAGE WAS ALSO TOLD THAT HIS ADOPTION OF THE BOY MIGHT HELP 
SWAY ANY FINAL JUDGEMENT BUT WOULD NOT NECESSARILY WARD OFF 
THE INITIATION OF LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY THE FATHER. 

5. PAGE WAS INFORMED THAT THE DEPARTMENT WOULD REQUEST 
GUIDANCE ASAP FROM THE EMBASSY ON THE QUESTIONS HE RAISED. 
SPECIFICALLY, DOES THE EMBASSY CONCUR IN THE ADVICE GIVEN 
PAGE (PARAGRAPH 4), CAN THE EMBASSY GAUGE THE LIKELIHOOD 
THAT THE BOY WOULD BE REQUIRED TO REMAIN AND SERVE IN 

THE CZECH ARMED FORCES, AND WOULD THE EMBASSY RECOMMEND 
THAT THE BOY NOT TRAVEL TO CSSR WITH THE PAGES? 
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